
Yes! Please rush me the Waitakere Ranges book.
Name:  ________________________________________

Delivery Address:

Phone  number (in case of queries) __________________

Number of Books: ______     
Total at $85 each (incl p&p) for paid members or $95 each (incl P&P) for non-members $_______

Please send your order to Waitakere Ranges Protection Society, P O Box 15668, New Lynn, 
Waitakere City.  Please enclose your payment with your order. Thank you for your support.

Issue 130  May 2006  

news
P O Box 15668, New Lynn, Waitakere City

www.waitakereranges.org.nz

Sender: 
The Waitakere Ranges Protection Society
PO Box 15668
New Lynn
Waitakere City

 
WRPS grand book launch !

Over 400 people including many WRPS 

members came along to our book launch on 7 

May at the Titirangi War Memorial Hall. So 

many that there was standing room only! It was 

a great occasion for the society, and we 

celebrated it in style! 

The Trust’s Brass Band played at the entrance 

as people arrived, books were sold and guests 

talked and listened to the band as we waited for 

the Prime Minister and the Mayor to arrive.
 Shortly after 3.30pm they arrived and were led 

into the packed hall by Bruce and Trixie Harvey. 

WRPS committee and Warahi Paki were 

waiting and conducted a warm powhiri. 

The committee sang their waiata in strong and 

clear voice (new words to 'The Happy 

Wanderer') led by Anna Fomison and John 

Edgar. Mayor Bob Harvey replied on behalf of 

the visiting VIPs, then the visitors moved to the 

stage. John welcomed the guests and then we 

had speeches by Mayor Bob, Sandra Coney on 

behalf of the Auckland Regional Council, and 

the Prime Minister, who launched the book with 

a few well chosen anecdotes about her 

memories of tramping in the Waitakeres

Waitakere Ranges
Protection Society Inc

A fanfare from the band signaled the official 

launch

It was a wonderful day, the organisation went 

smoothly, and the book sold well. Any member 

who missed it and would like a book can order 

it from the website or by mail from the society, 

at the special price of $80.00. It is well worth it, 

a large comprehensive book about our beloved 

Ranges from many points of view, with many 

illustrations and original research. A must for all 

book shelves!

The Waitakere Ranges book editors, Trixie and Bruce 
Harvey, with the Prime Minister, Helen Clark at the launch.

Image courtesy Gil Hanley

Waitakere Ranges Book

This is the Definitive Ranges book, it has 
over 50 contributors and covers the 
natural history, history and arts and 
writers of the Waitakere Ranges.

At over 500 pages, hard covered, in full 
colour and lavishly illustrated this book 
has something for everyone who loves 
the beautiful Waitakere Ranges.  It has 
been extremely warmly received by 
reviewers.
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Meet your committee - 

Carole  Shone

Carole Shone is the newest member on the committee of 

the Waitakere Ranges Protection Society, having been 

elected at the Annual General Meeting in March this year.

Carole is a keen tramper and conservationist and as a 

member of the North Shore Tramping club in the late 70s 

spent most Sunday afternoons tramping in the Sunday 

afternoons tramping the tracks of the Waitakere Ranges. 

This developed a love of the area and a keen interest in 

its history.

Since moving to Glen Eden ten years ago, Carole has felt 

the urge to “work” for the Ranges and was able to fulfil 

this desire when she retired in April last year. It was about 

this time that she was drawn to an article in the Western 

Leader advertising three proposed tramping trips during 

the following three months by the Waitakere Ranges 

Protection Society. Carole joined the tramps and so 

enjoyed the company of like-minded people that she 

became a member of the Society and now the 

Committee.

Carole brings with her a wealth of experience from the 

years spent working in the charitable /charity sector.

Your Committee: 

amfomison@gmail.com

denisejohuia@xtra.co.nz

Witch2@ihug.co.nz

Carole Shone
09 818 0618

President:     John Edgar 
    09 8128 555
    jedgar@iconz.co.nz

Vice-President:   Anna Fomison
    

Treasurer:     Sandra Jones
    S.jones@auckland.ac.nz

Secretary:     Kath Dewar
    Kathdewar@paradise.net.nz

Committee: Trixie Harvey 

    brutrix@xtra.co.nz

Mike Nixon         
mike.nixon@wstconnect.co.nz

 
Graeme Ramsay

 graemer@ww.co.nz 
  

Mels Barton         

        mels@wombatsenvironmental.co.nz  

 
       Denise Yates

      Greg Presland   
Walaw@paradise.net.nz

 Lynda Williams 
 

Dead and dying kauri
ARC and Biosecurity NZ have investigated a number of dead and dying 

kauri, along and near the Maungaroa Ridge track above Piha. Testing has 

revealed a fungus is killing the trees. Initial DNA analysis show the fungus 

is a type of Phytophthora, similar to, but 

different from, a number of other species. It 

may be a fungus new to science.

“At this stage it appears that the Piha 

Phytophthora may potentially be a new species 

but we need to conduct some more analysis 

looking at different genes,” says Mark Ross 

from MAF.

The Piha fungus is similar to Phytophthora 

katsurae and second closest to Phytophthora 

heveae, but very different from Phytophthora kernoviae. This latter is very good 

news as Phytophthora kernoviae is a major horticultural pest overseas.

Jack Craw, Biosecurity Manager for the ARC is hopeful that, if the species is 'new 

to science' it will prove less likely to pose a major risk.  However it is still too early 

to be making any judgements or decisions.

Some Sample pages from the WRPS Book
 - to order your copy see the back page of this newsletter

Do you have a red dot?
If you have a red dot on the address panel of this newsletter it means you haven’t sent us your subscription 

for 2006 yet. We need you to subscribe so we can continue our work and continue to send you your 

newsletter!  Subscription fees are: Retired or unwaged $20, Single $25, Family  $35

Please send to: The Waitakere Ranges Protection Society, PO Box 15 668, New Lynn, Waitakere City. 

Many thanks.



Bush watch

Sandra Jones

Kirk's tree daisy  (Brachyglottis kirkii)

Have you noticed a shrub with large white daisy 

flowers on the roadside lately?   If you have, don't 

dismiss it out-of-hand as 'just another weedy shrub 

with daisy flowers'.   It is likely to be our own native 

Kirk's tree daisy.   There are actually two varieties  

one (var kirkii) which grows high up in forest trees, 

has a broader leaf and flowers in spring, the other is 

var angustior which grows on the ground and 

flowers in autumn.  Without its flowers, it's not very 

different from a number of other green shrubs on the 

bush edges, although if you look closely you will see 

that it has a quite attractive shiny leaf which is rather 

fleshy and surprisingly cold to the touch.    

Places you can be fairly sure to see some of these 

lovely shrubs in autumn flower on the Scenic Drive 

are between Tawini  Rd Titirangi and Arataki,  and 

between Waiatarua and the TV mast.  As with a 

number of native plants, flowering is more 

spectacular in some years than in others.   In spring, 

you will need to look up high to see the other variety, 

for example in the tall forest giants in the Kauri Knoll 

area.   You may need to stop the car to take a 

proper look to make sure it isn't clematis flowers you 

are looking at.

The photo is of a plant on the roadside near Big 

Muddy Creek, Laingholm.

THE WAITAKERE RANGES PROTECTION SOCIETY INC.
Annual Report of the Executive Committee 
 20 March, 2006

ndI am pleased to present the 32  Annual Report of the Executive Committee of The Waitakere Ranges 

Protection Society Incorporated.

The past year has seen the executive working at full capacity on a number of issues, some of which have 

been on the Society's agenda for many years. Not only have we progressed the day-to-day activities of 

our core business, but we have also seen through a few huge projects to very satisfactory conclusions.  

When we met at last year's AGM, the Councils were about to go into round three of the consultation on the 

Waitakere Ranges protection project.  That round was completed and there was considerable community 

support for the project.   Drafting of the bill took sometime but was successfully completed by about 

September, and went through the statutory notification period.  It was not a smooth passage and boundary 

disputes in Rodney District delayed the tabling in Parliament until February 2006.  But it was a great day 
ndwhen on 22  February 2006, MP for Waitakere Lynne Pillay, the member responsible for the carriage of 

the bill through Parliament, moved in the house that the bill be read for the first time and opened the 

debate with a forceful speech on the history and purpose of the bill. It was then debated by members from 

each party and voted to go to select committee by 61 votes to 60. Support came from Labour, Greens, 

Maori and Progressives. The Local Government and Environmental Select Committee has now called for 

public submissions on the Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area Bill to be received by Friday 21st April 2006. 

Lynne will be reporting tonight on the stages that the bill will go through before it comes back to the house 

to be enacted.

After two and a half years of hard work, editors Bruce and Trixie Harvey brought the  Waitakere Ranges 

Book successfully to press in March.  Two weeks ago I attended the printing of part of the book at 

PrintLink in Petone, and it was wonderful to see the dream of so many people become reality as the pages 

rolled off the press. I would like to thank our designers Paul Nicolai and Graeme Leather for their patience 

and diligence with the 540 pages, the 50 or so authors of the essays, the artists who donated images of 

their art, the sponsors who gave substantial financial assistance, the printer Printlink and paper merchants 

Spicers who gave us a good price including a part sponsorship of the book that enabled us to print in New 

Zealand rather than China.  The book is being bound at present and is due for delivery by the end of this 
thmonth. We are planning a launch on the 7  May and this will be your opportunity to buy this definitive book 

on the ranges and support the work of the Society. We cannot thank Bruce and Trixie enough for the huge 

effort that they have made on this project.  They have accepted no payment for the hundreds of 

meticulous hours that editing a book like this takes.  They were prepared to go to any lengths to get the 

best results, and the finished product will be a great tribute to them, and to all those people who worked so 

hard to make this book a reality.

The Swanson Structure Plan that has been in our sights for perhaps eight years finally went to the 

Environment Court in November for a three-week hearing. This makes it one of the longest and most 

complex appeals to which the Society has been party. Thanks to Douglas Allan, Gary Taylor and planner 

Adrienne Young-Cooper we were very well represented and we await the decision of the court. This 

court's decision is very important because it will determine if structure planning will be used again in the 

foothills of the ranges.   

In March 2005 the Society was involved in the hearings at the ARC on the Watercare Services consent 

applications for the five Waitakere water supply dams.  These consents are for 30 years, and so it was 

important to get the conditions right. The Society successfully argued that continuous compensation flows 

must be made, and that flushing flows must be used at regular intervals to clear downstream sediments. 

Thanks to Douglas Allan and our expert witnesses, Clinton McCullough and Mels Barton, the Society 

achieved an acceptable outcome and we resolved our differences by consent notice after mediation and 

thereby avoided going to the Environment Court to appeal the decision.  As is the case so often, one issue 

is only just resolved when another two appear.  

Waitakere Ranges 

Heritage Area Bill Update 

It is exciting that the Waitakere Ranges Heritage 

Area Bill, after so much blood sweat and tears, has 

now been referred to the Local Government and 

Environment Select Committee.

Thank you to all the people who have done 

submissions on this most important piece of 

legislation and, in particular, to those who contacted 

my office about sending submissions on.

The Local Government and Environment Select 

Committee has a number of big items before it 

currently so a date has not yet been set for the 

hearing of submissions or consideration of this Bill 

but I will keep you up-to-date on developments.
 
Lynne Pillay

Piha cook book fundraiser
Our thanks to the volunteers at the Piha library for their 

ongoing support.  At the end of last year, talented young 

chef, Genevieve McGough, held a book signing and 

cookery demonstration at the library.  

The library team had decided to donate 

half the profits to the Waitakere Ranges 

Protection Society and we were 

delighted to receive a cheque for 

$119.56. Our thanks in particular to 

Glenys Bean, Yvonne Dufaur and 

Marilyn Perko.



Since October we have been closely involved in the ward boundary review being undertaken by Waitakere City.  

This is a statutory requirement under the Local Government Act.  At the end of last year, Council signaled that they 

were starting the process, and had an external planner carry out a survey of the current boundaries. 

The planner's recommendation was a three-ward system, now known as Option 1, which does away entirely with 
Waitakere Ward, its councillors and community board, and would see the ward and the Waitakere Heritage Area 
divided into three sections from north to south with each section  becoming part of a northern, central or southern 
urban area. On March 15 Council decided to go forward to formal public consultation with the three-ward option, 
and written submissions are due by 26th April. Following hearings, Council will make it's recommendation to the 
Local Government Commission, to whom the public can make further submissions. Only those people who have 
made written submissions to Waitakere City's formal consultation can make submissions to the LGC. The Society 
will be making extensive submissions but I urge each one of you to exercise your democratic rights and make a 

th
submission before the 26  April.

To compound our workload, Waitakere Ward Cr Pat Booth resigned due to ill health in January and a by-election is 
currently underway. Nominations from five candidates have been received and postal voting closes on Friday 21st 
April.  Executive member Denise Yates who was previously a councillor from 2000 to 2004 is standing as an 
independent with the Society's support and we wish her every success.   

We have had a substantial input into the long-anticipated 
Waitakere Ranges Visitor Study that has now been drafted 
by ARC and WCC. Our main cause for concern is the 
provision for a trial study of mountain biking in the park. We 
have for years opposed vehicles in the park, and this trial is 
most alarming in the message it sends to off-road bikers 
about the ranges. In the past the rationale for permitting 
activities in the park has been more about providing 
recreational opportunities than conservation of the 
environment, and we have a real battle ahead to restrict the 
more extreme recreational activities like mountain biking 
and canyoning. 

The Society keeps a watching brief on developments at the 
Te Henga quarry, the water quality issues at Lake Wainamu, 
and the weed and pest eradication programs throughout the 
ranges. We are particularly concerned with the granting of 
exploration licences for sea bed mining on the west coast. 

Over the past year we have made complaints about excessive tree trimming under powerlines by Vector Energy 
and Treescape and we welcome the opportunity to work with them to develop a long-term strategy. We always have 
on our books a number of resource consent applications, some of which are easily solved to the satisfaction of all 
parties, and other which become protracted and a real burden on our resources. In spite of this it is essential that 
the Society remains an interested party on all notified applications in the ranges. Our professionalism and our 
fairness are always acknowledged and it is satisfying to know that the Society is held in great respect by friends 
and foes alike. Thanks go to our representatives on these various matters.
The Society has been present at a number of festivals and events throughout the year. This is an important aspect 
of our advocacy but it is dependant on committee members being prepared to give their weekends up to promote 
the work of the Society.  Thanks especially to Anna and Mels for their enthusiasm which has ensured that we 
continue to have a presence at these events.

During the year Anne Poulsen resigned from the committee due to the demands of her PhD studies. In the short 
time on the committee Anne made a substantial contribution to our Oral History project.  This project has now been 
taken up by new member Carole Shone and we anticipate extending the oral history project to include quite a 
number of members of the Society.  Thanks are also due to Robyn Mason from Waitakere Libraries who has given 
us expert advice and encouragement throughout this project

The executive note with great sadness the death of our friend and colleague John Hadwen in September.  John had 
been on the committee for two years, and was beginning to make an important contribution with his diligence, 
wisdom and wit.  His death from cancer at the age of 53 is a great loss to us personally and professionally, as he 
was a person who would give hugely of his expertise once he committed to a project.  We are lucky to have known 
him and terribly sad to lose him.  Our condolences go to his wife Eileen and his children Ben and Rebecca.

Thanks to our editor Kath Dewar, our quarterly newsletter contributes greatly to our advocacy. Contributions from 
members are always much appreciated. Our website continues to be developed by webmaster Mike Nixon. Internet 
presence is an essential tool for the Society as we can ensure that it has the latest information, and we recommend 
you visit the website regularly. Over the next year the website will be completely rebuilt and we acknowledge the 
pro bono contribution of Craig Tyler, Mike, Anna, Kath and Mels to see this through.

Throughout the year the Society relies on professional consultants to prepare submissions and evidence for us on a 
range of matters. As always, we especially need to mention two people who always find time to give the Society 
their very best advice. To our legal counsel Douglas Allan and resource management consultant Gary Taylor the 
Society owes a great debt for their extremely generous pro bono contributions to our work. There are also many 
other people who have worked for the Society, and we acknowledge them all by saying that without each 
individual's contribution we would not be achieving the way we do. 

I want to acknowledge the dedication of your executive committee. This outgoing committee is certainly the best 
that we have had recently. The expertise on a wide range of subjects is formidable, and the high level of debate at 
our monthly meetings is always stimulating. During the year we co-opted Greg Presland and Denise Yates on to the 
committee and their contribution was immediately valuable. The committee requires a huge commitment from each 
person and there are at times when we are under considerable stress, but the shared vision, the professionalism 
and the friendships that have developed have carried the day on so many occasions. Thanks also to Jenny Taylor 
who has maintained our membership database and we are grateful for her administration skills. 

I would like to ask the outgoing committee to stand up. These people are your elected executive who have given 
the Society so much over the past year. It has been a pleasure and an honour to work with you all and I would like 
this meeting to join with me in showing our appreciation for your efforts on our behalf. 

I want to especially mention Colleen Pilcher who will be standing down this from the committee this year. All of you 
will know the dedication that Colleen has given to the Society since it was formed.  She was a recipient of one of 
our honour awards in 2003 and as a conservationist and a friend we hold Colleen in the very highest regard.  
Having served in various positions on this committee since 1973, she has earned a well-deserved break and we 
wish her all the very best in her time out from the committee.  I have no doubt that we will see Colleen back on the 
committee again in the future.  Please join us in thanking Colleen for her outstanding contribution over the past 33 
years.

Very special thanks go to our treasurer Sandra Jones who has brought a new level of professionalism to the 
Society. She has negotiated the GST registration of the Society, and at a time when there has been more money 
than ever in the accounts due to the grants for the printing of the book, such care is much needed and appreciated. 
The audit of the Society's books this year by our honourary auditor Martin Bailey of McGregor Bailey Ltd is 
gratefully acknowledged.

We especially want to thank Kath Dewar, our secretary, who always takes the initiative and who generously gives 
the Society her valuable time and considerable expertise on so many issues. She has given me great support 
throughout the year by sharing the work load that would otherwise get quite overwhelming. She stood in the general 
elections last year for the Green Party in Te Atatu and showed her commitment to making a difference. We wish her 
and Tony a well-deserved holiday in Nepal over the next few weeks. 

Thanks also to our Vice President Anna Fomison who has been active in event management, pre-publication of the 
WR book, and the new website design over the past year.  She deputised for me last May when I was overseas and 
the protection project was at a very crucial stage.

Finally we want to thank all the members and friends who have supported us. Generous donations to the Society 
continue to come. We could not achieve as much as we do without this financial support and it is very much 
appreciated.
 
We can assure you that the coming year will be at least as busy and definitely more exciting. We hope that when 
we meet for our AGM in a year's time the Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area Bill has been enacted. We are so close 
to achieving this great vision, and yet there is still so much that needs to be done to ensure that the ranges are truly 
saved. Please do not relax your vigilance. In the coming years we will need your support more than ever for I 
cannot see the Society ever becoming redundant.

I move that the Annual Report be received.

John Edgar
President


